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Khan of Nagpur, who stayed sometime (three or four months) with
Baba. He was a journalist and familiar with Buty, Mahatma Gandhi,
etc. He was a Hindustani pathan and not a Rohilla. He died at
Ahmednagar. During his stay at Shirdi, he was occasionally com-
plaining that Baba had deceived him. Once this man beat Nana
Chopdar and was charged before the Kopergaon Magistrate. He was
convicted and fined. He had no money to pay the fine of Rs.15 and
no security to offer and so was in jail for a while. Then Buty sent him
Rs.15. It seems that he declined it saying, that “he that deceived me
should pay the Rs.15 and no others.” Then Baba sent Rs.15 out on
his own pocket and got him released. I learnt that this man once told
Baba, “I see that you are violating the principles of Islam by what
goes on here and that your throat should be cut”. At that, it seems,
Baba laughed and then the man begged pardon of Baba, at which
again Baba laughed.

When Baba was alive, I heard him say to someone who feared
that Baba would pass away and with him all his work and influence
Hunadande haninn which is Mahratti for “From within the tomb I
will beat with sticks.” i.e., that death of his body will not terminate
his influence or activity.

X
20TH OCTOBER, 1936.

Chakra Narayana, Christian, aged about 50, Reader to Police
Deputy Superintendent, Thana says:

I was Police Fouzdar at Kopergaon when Baba passed away (Oc-
tober 1918). I was not a believer in Baba. We were watching Baba through
our men. Even though I watched him sceptically, the result was to create
in me a high regard for him. First and foremost was the fact that he was
not moved by women or wealth. Many women would come to him and
place their heads on his feet and sit before him. But he was unmoved; he
would not care to cast one glance of admiration, or of lust at them. He
was clearly and unmistakably unattached. About money also, we watched
him. People voluntarily gave him money. If any did not give him money,
Baba would not curse or hate or be displeased with him. The
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same held good about his begging for bread. He did not care for
what he got. Whatever he got, he scattered with a liberal hand. When
he died, we took possession of his cash; that was only Rs.16. Yet daily
he was paying or giving away hundreds of rupees. Often we noticed
that his receipts were smaller than his disbursements. Wherefrom
came the excess for him to disburse or pay? We could not make out.
This made me conclude that he had divine powers.

Again his behaviour towards all religions was noble. He would
never decry or depreciate  any religion or person belonging to any
caste, groups or position. When I went there, he was told that the
Fouzdar was a Christian. “What of that?” was his reply. “He is my
brother”. His powers were marvellous. A Police Officer went to him;
Baba asked him for dakshina. The Officer replied that he had noth-
ing. Baba then said, “See your purse. There is a fifty rupee note in it.”
The note was then produced and offered to Baba. But Baba wanted
only a small amount out of it and told him to keep the balance, as he
would soon be in trouble and need it. So indeed it happened. Soon
after this visit, the Officer got into trouble and had to use that bal-
ance to extricate himself. After thus escaping from the trouble, the
grateful officer sent the balance to Shirdi.

I helped at the time when Baba’s properties were attached at
his death. Statements were taken from the public as to the disposal of
the property and the Mamlatdar Magistrate issued orders based upon
the statements. This saved much trouble to the Sansthan. Baba’s Udhi
has cured many cases of illness.

XI
26TH SEPTEMBER, 1936, BANDRA

Joseph Fouzdar, Retire Fouzdar, Christian, 46, Turner Road,
Bandra, says:

I never went to Shirdi. But from friends here I heard of
him and I have his picture here with me. I do not worship the
picture or Sai baba. I regard him as a Saint. He had great power.

In 1917, Norvekar (Gajanan) was ill. His son took Rs.


