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and explained my need. He said that he had no jewels. I returned in
a cheerless mood, as I felt that the marriage must fall through for the
time being for want of jewels, and must be put off. Just at that junc-
ture, a friend came to me and I told him of the exact situation. He at
once came to my rescue and by his introduction or intercession, a
Gujarati Sowcar at Sinner lent me some anklets, a nose screw and he
took out 30 tolas of gold which were converted into jewels in one
day, which also were lent to me (on interest). So Baba through this
friend and the Gujarati fulfilled his promise and the marriage was
duly celebrated without any postponement. After this event, I paid
my yearly visits to Baba. For some years I was getting children but
they died after a very short life. In 1912 I went and cried before Baba
about this misfortune of mine, and prayed that he would give me
one son blessed with longevity. Baba said to me, “Why do you ask
me for one? I will give you two”. I have accordingly got now 2 sons
(aged 13 and 10) and 2 daughters (aged 27 and 18). I worship Baba’s
picture at home, and pray to it. My prayers are granted. Here is an
instance.

 I had a guest and his daughter staying with me. The daugh-
ter fell ill. The case took a serious turn. She lost consciousness. Her
life was despaired of. I took Baba’s Photo and Baba’s udhi and placed
the former at her head and applied the latter to her face and body at
night. In the morning, consciousness was restored and the mother
vowed to pay 10 rupees to Baba and that was paid.

XIV
29th November, 1936

Gangadhar Vishnu Kshirsagar (of Nevasa), Dehastha
Brahmin aged 51, Telegraph Head Signaller in the Irrigation
Department, Sonawadi, Kopergaon says:

I lost my father when I was 5 years old. We had lands.
Bala Nevaskar “Jayagudi”, Baba’s devotee was our lessee. He
claimed our land as his own. My maternal uncle, our guard-
ian, represented us. Bala Nevaskar asked him to go with him
to Shirdi and leave the settlement of our dispute to be done
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by Baba. They came here from Nevasa with my mother. My uncle
and mother were total strangers to Baba. As soon as they came to the
Mosque (Dwarka Mayi), even before they bowed, Baba said to Bala
Nevaskar, “Hand over the lands to the children. Why trouble them?”
We went back to Nevasa. But Bala refused and we got possession
through the court. Bala became mad. At that time I was then aged 16
(1901). After madness, he did not return to Shirdi. I never saw Baba.
My mother and maternal uncle occasionally came here and saw him.

Two years ago, I got transferred to Sonawadi. Since then, I
am visiting Shirdi and singing songs before Sai Mandir. On 27-6-
1935, I had a dream. I saw Sai Baba standing before me and saying
“To day your house is decreed to you, why are you sleeping? There is
jatra at Shirdi. Come and eat.” He  took me to the eating hall and I
took food and bowed to him. I awoke. Four days later, I got a letter
from my brother that on the date of my darsan (27-6-35) our case is
appeal (about our house) in the Ahmednagar District Court was de-
cided in our favour. My faith in Baba has been greatly increased
thereby.

XV
9th December, 1936

Bayyaji Apaji Patel, aged 47, Mahratta, Land owner and Rev-
enue and Police Patel of Biragaon, residing at Shirdi says:

I knew baba since my babyhood. My house was one of the
few houses from which Baba took his biksha i.e., begged his bread
from the beginning of his life here and up to the end. For some 3
years, Baba would go over about 8 times during the day to our
house to beg for his bread. Next for 3 years he visited us for this
purpose four times a day. For 12 years, he visited us twice a day
and during the last 12 years he came to us for bread once a day
only. From my 11th year, I used to serve Baba. In 1896 i.e., my
seventh year, the Ramanavami Urus celebration began. It was then
that Baba began to allow Hindus to affix sandal or to do pooja to
him and Muslims to read Koran before him at the masjid. This


