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XXXI
9th December, 1936

Laxman Kacheswar Jakadi (alias) Nanumama or NanuBhatt
Poojari, Brahmin, Yajurvedi, a aged 40, Shirdi says:

I have been doing Baba’s pooja and arati of Sai Baba all these
years. I began it even in Baba’s life time as assistant to Bapu Saheb
Jog. It was in 1914 I came here. My sister’s husband Bapaji was here.
I had occasionally visited him first. One night while I was at
Sangamnere, Sai Baba appeared to me in my dream and said ‘Boy,
are you sleeping? Do not stop here. Come to Shirdi. There is plenty
of fun at Shirdi’. In the morning, Bapajis’ father had come to our
village and he invited me to go over to Shirdi to assist him. I went
over to Shirdi and for a short time, I stayed with him. I worked for
my bread by touring into villages round about Shirdi with my Bikshuki
service, and helping Bapuji in Sai Baba worship at the Mandir. After
some years (say 1 or 2) of free (i.e.) unpaid voluntary pooja of Baba I
was appointed by the S.Committee as the permanent poojari.

XXXII
6th December, 1936.

Laxman Bhatt Joshi, Shirdi says:
As I was quite a boy when I was with Sai Baba, my thoughts

were not serious and I cannot repeat the talks he gave. I would run
about doing miscellaneous work at the Mosque and do odd jobs for
Radhakrishna Ayi. Madhav Fasli did the same. We would sleep with
Baba at the chavadi. We were allowed to be with him when none else
were allowed. ‘Bhai, carry that log of fuel here,’ ‘Bhai, bring that
tub of water’ etc., Baba would tell us. I would be feasted on
the perpetual flow of edibles that would be presented to and
distributed by Baba. He would have basketful for fruits often
times and we would occasionally purloin some. Baba would
occasionally catch us and say humorously ‘do not take too
much’. Often he would abuse me. Once or twice he beat me


